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On Responsibility of Western Ethics

TIAN Hua

(Political Education Institute, Sichuan Normal University, Chengdu, Sichuan 610068, China)

Abstract; Responsibility, a key category in western ethics, comes from the freedom of will,
and therefore any human being must be responsible for one’s own choice. It first of all points to
individual and self, and self-responsibility is a necessary requirement of free will. Any human be-
ing can be responsible for society and country only when he is responsible for himself, of which
an external expression is respect of law stipulated by his free will, while an internal expression is
his confession to conscience and soul.

Key words: western ethics; responsibility; free will; freedom
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